
Bulldogs Run To First Win 
By Judy Rogers 
 
 The Golden Plains High School Bulldog football team won their home opener 44-
22 over the Western Plains Bobcats on September 7.  This win puts the Bulldogs at 1-1 
on the season as they prepare for their Homecoming exhibition with Greeley County. 
 The first quarter of the game started off with the Bobcats receiving, but stops by 
Jesus Garcia, Camron Spresser, and Chance Hoeting along with the ‘Dogs defensive 
squad stopped their advance and gave the home team possession.  Following a short gain 
by Tristan Schwarz, Andrew Luna sprinted for the end zone to score a 29-yard 
touchdown. With just four minutes off the clock, the ‘Dogs were pushed back on the PAT 
attempt and held a 6-0 lead. 
 Following a kick-off return, the Bulldogs stopped numerous attempts by the 
Bobcats to move the ball.  As the Bobcats approached the goal line, the ‘Dogs were able 
to recover the ball on the 3-yard line with 77 yards ahead of them.  Carries by Tristan 
Schwarz and Andrew Luna gained a first down.  Additional runs by Jose Bermudez, 
Schwarz, and A. Luna gained yards but the Bulldogs were forced to punt back to the 
Bobcats.  The hometown defense stopped the Bobcats as the first quarter buzzer sounded. 
 On the first play of the second quarter, Andrew Luna sprinted down the field for a 
50-yard touchdown run.  A pass from Grant Spresser to Joseph Koerperich was good 
giving the Bulldogs a 14-0 lead with 11:50 still to play in the first half.  Benny Martinez 
kicked back to the Bobcats then rushed down the field to tackle the receiver along with 
classmate Domonic Luna.  A. Luna and Hoeting then stopped the Bobcats for a loss.  
With two players leaving the field with injuries, the Bobcats punted back to GP.   
 Hoeting returned the ball for the Bulldogs, then gained another 6 yards on the first 
down.  G. Spresser carried the ball on the second, Schwarz carried the ball third, and then 
Hoeting rushed for a first down ending on the 25-yard line.  A. Luna took the handoff 
from the QB and ran in yet another touchdown for the GPHS team.  Unable to cross the 
goal line for the PAT, the Bulldogs now led 20-0 and over half of the second quarter still 
to be played. 
 The Bobcats were not about to give up as they answered back with their first 
score of the night after recovering a fumble on the four-yard line and passing the ball into 
the end zone.  With a successful 2-point conversion, the spread closed to 20-8.  The 
Bulldogs answered this score with another touchdown run from Andrew Luna—this time 
for 55 yards.  An illegal procedure backed the Bulldogs up on the PAT, and the Bobcats 
stopped their second attempt leaving them in the lead 26-8.   
 Martinez kicked back to the Bobcats who downed the ball on the 11-yard line.  
Camron Spresser then dropped the quarterback in the backfield and the Bobcats put the 
ball in the air to try and gain some ground.   Their receivers were tripped up by Schwarz, 
Bermudez, and Martinez, before finally connecting for a first down.  Hoeting chased 
down the next play stopping them for a loss.  Schwarz then put them on the ground  
before they gained the first down.  With their passing game going strong, the Bobcats 
gained several first downs despite stops along the way from Martinez and C. Spresser.  A 
long pass from the quarterback was caught as Bermudez nailed the receiver to the ground 
but was called for yet another Bobcat first down.  The Bulldog defense continued to stop 



the Bobcats forcing a turnover on their 13-yard line as the first half wound down with the 
Bulldogs ahead 26-8 at the buzzer. 

The boys on the field played strong throughout the third and, even though Hoeting 
intercepted a Bobcat pass, neither team was able to cross the goal line.  They picked back 
up in the fourth, however, as Luna once again ran in a 65-yard touchdown on the first 
play.  As the PAT pass attempt failed, the Bulldogs held a 32-8 lead. 
 Following Martinez’s kick to the Bobcats, they were quickly stopped by hard hits 
from Zach Spresser and Bermudez.  Z. Spresser followed with another timely tackle 
before the Bobcats broke through multiple defenders for a long gain finally punching it 
over the line.  With a successful 2-point conversion, the score was now 32-16 with over 
ten minutes remaining in the game. 
 After regaining possession, the Bulldog offense made several gains before Tristan 
Schwarz claimed a touchdown by running 28 yards.  Another incomplete PAT pass 
attempt followed with the score at 38-16.  On the kick off back to the visiting team, the 
Bobcats fumbled the ball.  Domonic Luna picked up the ball and ran 15 yards to score 
one more Bulldog touchdown as the crowd cheered on with excitement and the home 
team upped their score to 44. 
 Western Plains moved the ball down the field to within five yards of the goal line 
before finishing the drive with their final score of the game giving them 22 points.  The 
last five minutes of the game saw lots of action as both teams moved the ball getting 
quite close to the goal line, but their defenses held and the final buzzer sounded with the 
Bulldogs claiming their first win of the season. Sophomore Domonic Luna commented, 
“We really played as a team—as one unit.” 
 Andrew Luna finished the game with 303 yards rushing including 5 touchdowns.  
Other gains were made by Tristan Schwarz-42 including one touchdown, Chance 
Hoeting-24, and Jose Bermudez-2.  Jose Bermudez finished the game with 16 tackles 
followed by Hoeting-13, A. Luna-12, Martinez-11, Schwarz-10, C. Spresser-10, Z. 
Spresser-8, and D. Luna-2.  The only two-point conversion of the night was from G. 
Spresser to Koerperich.  The Bulldogs will host again on September 14 for their 
Homecoming game against Greeley County with a 7:00 pm kick off. 


